INTRODUCTION.
The Edinburgh Eewav article first appeared in 1841. In
1843, Mr. Macaulay published, with his name on the title-
pages, three volumes, entitled, " Critical and Historical Essays
contributed to the Edinburgh Review." They were nothing
but reprints of the several original publications in that
periodical work; and, as & matter of course^ the libel in
question was among them.
In that interval of time, Mr. Mac Farlane, with the aid
of my papers, had published in the History of England his ac-
count of my father's administration of justice in India.    That
account had been very generally read, and had made many
converts to the truth.   That the right honourable gentleman
had read it, appeared from his own acknowledgment in a
foot-note appended to his essay.   He had therefore learned,
if he knew it not before, that numerous documents on the
subject  were   extant;   that  my father had triumphantly
defended himself against the only charge that was ever
pressed against him;  that there existed, in print, the copy of
that defence, of which he might possibly have had no previous
knowledge, but of which well nigh one-third had now been
re-published;   and that there were still living, children of
Sir Elijah Impey, whose hearts had been harrowed by the
original article.   Finally, I will add, that, by this time, and
through this means (if not long before, through Mr. Grleig's
book), Mr. Macaulay must have learned, that of those de-
scendants of Sir Elijah Impey, there was one, at least, not
likely to let an avowed libel against his father, under the
author's own name, pass unnoticed.    Therefore it became
the Eight Honourable gentleman, before ho determined to
eouwEt Ws anonymous review into an essay acknowledged
by himself, carefully and soberly to have re-considered the
whole matter; it became him, for the sake of his reputation
& m writer* and from dread of further exposure of his inac-
wwies, thenceforward to have commenced that historical
reseaacdi which he had hitherto neglected; it became him, a$